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What size are the guaranteed loans? 
Guaranteed loans can be made up to $10 million. 
 
What size of grant is available? 
Grant requests may not exceed 25 percent of eligible project costs.  The minimum grant request for renewable 
energy systems is $2,500, and for renewable energy improvements is $1,500.  For renewable energy projects, 
the maximum grant request is $500,000 and all grant requests over $50,000 require a feasibility study prepared 
by a qualified independent consultant.  For energy efficiency projects, the maximum grant request is $250,000 
and all projects with total costs over $100,000 require an energy audit prepared by a qualified independent 
consultant. 
 
What are the application requirements? 
All project proposals must provide details about the qualifications of the project team, energy resources, the 
project design and engineering, any necessary agreements or permits, and financial feasibility.  All proposed 
projects must also include detailed information about the project schedule, equipment procurement and 
installation, operations and maintenance and decommissioning.  More guidance on the technical requirements 
for the program can be found at www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/. 
 
Any project receiving federal funds is subject to the environmental requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA).  The USDA will perform the NEPA review, but applicants will need to provide environmental 
information about the project as detailed in the Notice of Funds Availability.  The USDA may contact the 
applicant after preliminary review if more information is needed.  If the applicant anticipates any potential 
environmental or public concerns with their project, these concerns should be discussed with the USDA State 
Energy Coordinator even prior to submitting an application.   
 
How do applicants apply for grant funding? 
Applicants should carefully follow all the requirements for an application as detailed in the Notice of Funds 
Availability (NOFA).  Forms are available at www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/.   
 
Where should an applicant send an application? 
Applicants should submit applications to the USDA State Rural Development Office where their project is located 
or, in the case of a rural small business, where they are headquartered.  
 
How will applications be selected? 
Applications will be selected based on evaluation criteria.  Renewable energy projects will be scored on the 
following criteria: quantity of energy produced, environmental benefits, commercial availability, cost 
effectiveness, matching funds, and project management.  Energy efficiency projects will be scored on the 
following criteria:  energy savings, cost effectiveness and matching funds.  In addition, projects proposed by 
small farmers and ranchers (less than $1 million in annual receipts) get extra points. 
 
Where can an applicant go for more information? 
More information about this program is available at:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/ 
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